
Muea village is a farming community in the Southwest Region of Cameroon with a 
growing population of over 12,000 inhabitants. The majority are poor peasant farmers 
who mainly rely on subsistence agriculture or work as farm laborers on large plantations 
producing food for export. Most families earn less than two dollars per day and live below 
the UN poverty line. Illiteracy and birth rates in the community are quite high, with 
adolescent girls being most vulnerable. Muea village community is one of the host 
communities for internally displaced persons (IDPs) who have fled from an ethnic-based 
civil war affecting other parts of the country. Their living conditions are deplorable as 
families typically share a single room in wooden hovels that have neither electricity nor 
running water. As a result, they have little food security and are plagued by constant 
health problems. Those mostly affected are women and children who have come to the 
village for safety and the education of their children. 

Muea village operates a lone primary school, which is attended by very poor village 
children aged 5-12 years. It has 662 pupils of which 386 are girls and 276 boys. Many are 
orphans, girls, and internally displaced children living with local relatives. The 
establishment of the school 23 years ago improved attendance for children who had no 
school or had to walk long distances to another school. The school is managed by the 
poor peasant community (PTA) who are doing their best to ensure their children have 
access to education by struggling to raise funds to pay seven (7) teachers employed to 
teach in the school. The poor peasant community is unable to raise enough funds to 
provide safe drinking water in the school.  It should be recalled that although access to 
safe drinking water is a basic human right, the need for safe drinking water remains 
critical in Cameroon based on the Humanitarian needs Review for Cameroon in 2024, as 
only about 40% of Cameroonians have access to safe drinkable  

The absence of safe drinking water at Muea primary school is affecting the teaching 
learning process negatively. Children end up drinking contaminated water used by 
domestic animals around the school campus. Lack of potable water in school has often 
resulted in water related diseases like cholera, typhoid and diarrhea. On the 13th of May 
2025, five (05) cases of cholera and so many cases of diarrhea were confirmed among 
kids attending Muea primary school based on statistics from a local dispensary in the 
community and our discussion with the head teacher. From our need assessment, there 
is no water catchment around the community. The only sustainable solution to this 
problem is a hand pump borehole, which will provide safe and reliable drinking water for 
the school and the surrounding community. 

 


