Ndongo village is a farming community in West Cameroon, Africa. Ndongo village operates
a lone primary school. The school has 765 students, ages 5-12, and 12 teachers. The
families are refugees from the civil war ravaging the country. The parents are peasant
farmers and day laborers. They work on the plantations that European agricultural
corporations operate throughout the country. They typically earn less than $2 per day.

Ndongo primary school has no library and other learning materials. As a result, students do
not have access to textbooks and other learning materials in school and even at home due
to poverty. Students are unable to do their assignments or learn out of the classroom
because they do not have access to textbooks and other reading materials in school or at
home. This is affecting the teaching learning process and quality of education received by
orphans and other less privileged children attending Ndongo primary school negatively.

It is common to see students in class with just exercise books, with no textbook. In
addition, it is common to see a language teacher in class with no student having the text.
This has made teaching and learning difficult for both students and teachers. Based on the
head teacher, over 95% of children attending Ndongo primary school do not have access to
textbooks and other learning materials. Based on our findings & the head teacher; 50% of
children in standard 5 cannot read a paragraph or short story, 70% of children in standard 5
cannot do simple division problems and many 4-year-olds in Ndongo primary school
cannot match two identical pictures. This is because they do not have access to textbooks
and other learning materials. However, it should be noted that every child has the same
potential: This means given the right opportunity, every child can acquire all the required
skills in school and thus breaking the cycle of poverty.

Teachers in Ndongo primary school have pledged to help inspire their pupils to write and
read short stories, solve simple division problems and do many more once a mini-library
and other educational materials are available in school.



