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This past summer, The Global Uplift Project finished a large garden at the
Irigithathi School in Kenya. Here is the beginning of the process; a tractor is tilling
the area where the garden will be planted:

Recall, Irigithathi is one of the few schools in
Kenya that teaches both mainstream and
special needs children in the same setting. It
is one of the highest performing schools in
all of Kenya.

Over the past two years, TGUP worked with
its Kenyan partner, Kiini Sustainable
Initiative, to build a classroom, boys- and
girls-dormitories, and a large kitchen and
dining hall. And, now, a garden.

Here are some of the school’s
students planting the field in which
the new garden will grow. Note the
drip irrigation pipes that will water the
new garden. It will grow spinach,
kale, carrots, cabbages, beans, and
other vegetables to help feed the
school’s 285 students.
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The school’s success owes to its
recognition that the special needs
students’ “disabilities” are physical,
not mental.

They might have a club foot, or a hand growing
out of a shoulder where an arm should

be. Historically, such students were stigmatized,
and warehoused.

But, in all cognitive ways, they are just as able as
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other students. When given the chance to show
what they have “inside,” they work furiously

hard. The Kenyan Ministry of Education recognizes
this “liberation of motivation” and is working to
export the Irigithathi “Integrated Model” to other
schools in Kenya.

Here is the garden after a month of watering and
sunshine. It is resplendent with life!

This garden is a metaphor for TGUP’s essential process: helping the poorest
people in the world (usually children) by providing the means through which they
can help themselves. That might be a garden, or a classroom, or desks, or
notebooks, or a science lab, a set of latrines, sanitary pad kits for adolescent girls,

etc.

Then, we let the natural human impulse for self-improvement do its work. And
does it ever!

Just as tilling, planting, sun, and water produce their bounty, so does giving
children the chance to grow produce its bounty. You have never seen people work
so hard as when the bottom rungs on the development ladder are suddenly made
available to them. That is what TGUP does—provide the bottom rungs on the
ladder of human development.

Final Word

Only once a year does TGUP ask its readers for help. This is that time, and ask.
You have seen what we do. The garden, above, epitomizes it. Since we started, in
2007, we have completed more than 600 self-improvement projects in 26 of the

world’s poorest countries. Over their duration, they will help more than 4 million
people have just a slightly better chance in life.

And, we've gone out to private foundations and raised money to cover our
operating costs: literature; website hosting; direct mail; travel; software
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subscriptions; etc. Because of this, 100% of every dollar anybody donates goes
into their intended project. We don't know of any other charity in the world that
can say, and demonstrate, this.

That is the whole model.

So, if you want to help bring about a better world, please donate. It's that
simple. We will be scrupulous stewards of your trust and will share with you the
impact of your giving. Just like the vegetables coming in, above, it is SO exciting
to see your generosity bearing its natural fruits.

There are many ways you can donate:

Make a one-time donation

Become a monthly donor

Donate stock

Donate through your donor advised fund

Host a Facebook fundraiser

See if your company matches employee donations
Share this newsletter (that's the main way TGUP grows)

The best part is: THIS IS WORKING! Let's do more.

TGUP

Donate to TGUP

The Global Uplift Project
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100% of all donations are tax deductible
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